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From the
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Who Are We?
(part 1)

Dr. Chris Martin
chris@hpbaptist.net
808-946-9581

Building the Kingdom 

through partnering together. One church 
may struggle to reach its community, 
while another church has overcome 
the challenge and hopes to share with 
others. As some churches are searching 
for new ideas of engagement, others 
want to share the methods that God 
has allowed them to develop. Every 
ministry demand finds support through 
an effective means of connectivity and 
communication, like the Hawaii Pacific 
Baptist Convention.

Our extended partnerships across the 
Southern Baptist Convention allow you 
access to incredible resources for your 
church. For example, you have access 
to top-rated theological training at a 
discount, and you can serve alongside 
international and domestic missionaries 
to reach the lost globally. Furthermore, 
you can financially support on-going 
efforts to share the gospel in challenging 
environments like human trafficking, 
refugee outreach, natural disasters, and 
more. The possibilities are limitless!

The purpose of being together is to 
help each other accomplish more than 
any individual church could do alone. 
You have access to every possible 
ministry opportunity on earth. We can 
do everything that God brings to us, 
and we can accomplish it together. Our 
identity as the Hawaii Pacific Baptist 
Convention is to be the most effective 

I pray that this edition of the Pacific 
Connector found you well and blessed, 
pursuing the will of our Father. 

For upcoming editions of The Pacific 
Connector, I plan to use this article to 
highlight elements of the Hawaii Pacific 
Baptist Convention that you may not be 
aware of. These topics will come from 
questions I regularly hear from pastors 
and leaders. I pray that this series of 
articles can help you know more about 
the amazing opportunities available to 
you and your ministry.

One of the most common questions 
is in regards to our identity as one 
of the 41 SBC state conventions. 
According to the purpose statement 
found in our Constitution, the Hawaii 
Pacific Baptist Convention exists to 
provide organization for cooperative 
gospel ministries and help each other 
facilitate Jesus' Kingdom across our 
churches' network. The structure is 
called a convention, but it functions as a 
system of like-minded, gospel-centered 
churches making Jesus' disciples 
from every nation, tribe, people, and 
language.

Within the Hawaii Pacific Baptist 
Convention, churches engage ministries 
of every form. Ethnically diverse and 
geographically positioned, each Hawaii 
Pacific Baptist church holds incredible 
potential for increased effectiveness 

Kingdom network possible, reaching 
the world with the gospel and making 
disciples of all nations, especially in the 
Pacific and Asia.

In the next edition, we will address your 
HPBC staff team's role and how we can 
assist you. Continue to pray and strive 
for ways to serve God in obedience 
together. As always, your HPBC staff 
team is ready to provide for you in 
any way that we can to advance and 
support your ministry. If we can serve 
you, please call us at (808) 946-9581 or 
email us at info@hpbaptist.net. 

Mahalo,

Dr. Chris Martin,
Executive Director/Treasurer
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18,000 Letters

by Gail Gierhart

If 
you thought handwriting letters was 
gradually being replaced by email and printed 
correspondence, you might be surprised that 

WMU leaders across our nation handwrote 18,000 
letters in the month before Christmas. These were 
not Christmas cards, but letters to Southern Baptist 
churches who are not giving through the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering. 

The national WMU set a goal of helping the International 
Mission Board (IMB) raise $175 million for the 2020 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering in honor of IMB's 
175th anniversary. Sandy Wisdom-Martin, Executive 
Director of the national WMU, was shocked to hear 
that almost half of our Southern Baptist churches do 
not give to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. She 
recalled that Annie Armstrong wrote 17,000 letters 
herself in one year for the support of missions. Sandy 
decided she herself could handwrite 175 letters in 
honor of IMB's birthday and find others who would 
also handwrite notes. 

Ten Hawaii WMU leaders took on Sandy’s passion 
for this project, and joined the effort to handwrite and 
encourage 216 churches in Hawaii, Nevada, Puerto 
Rico and the Virgin Islands to participate in the Lottie 

Moon Christmas Offering.  Some letters were even 
written in Spanish to many of the Hispanic churches. 

Even with their busy schedules (including some home 
school mothers), our WMU leaders were blessed to 
write and pray for a cause they believe in—missions 
through the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.

Gail Gierhart is Hawaii WMU president and former 
IMB Missionary to Japan and Australia. Her husband, 
Bob, is pastor of Nu'uanu Baptist on Oahu.

Paul Chitwood, president of International 
Mission Board (IMB), discusses the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering with Sandy Wisdom-Martin, 
Executive Director of the national WMU
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10 Hawaii Women's Missionary Union (WMU) 
Members Join National WMU in Hand Writing Letters
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Student Finds Way  
to Promote  
Lottie Moon 
Christmas  
Offering®
Eden Hale, Eleele church member 
and daughter of Pastor Larry and Lisa 
Hale, found a creative way to promote 
generosity for this year's Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering® for International 
Missions. She created a display to 
represent our East Asian Peoples Affinity 
missionaries and other aspects of the 
global missions task. When the goal was reached, the lights around the board 
were turned on. Eleele members gave $4,176 which surpassed their $3,278 goal!

APRIL 17, 2021 | 10 AM - 11:30 AM
Online Zoom Meeting

The event is free and open to everyone.  
Pre-register at www.hpbaptist.net/2021WMU.

H P B C  W O M A N ' S  M I S S I O N A R Y  U N I O N

RELENTLESS

As a Child of God
Disciples of Jesus on Mission

A N N U A L  M E E T I N G

April 17 | 10 AM - 11:30 AM
online Zoom meeting

Free & open to all! Pre-register, visit:
hpbaptist.net/2021WMU
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$1,282,180 through the Cooperative Program, up 
from 2019's gifts of $1,181,665. sbc.net/cp

$120,389 through the Sue Nishikawa Offering for 
Hawaii Pacific Missions, down from $130,930 in 
2019. hpbaptist.net/suenishikawa

$101,605 through the Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering for North American Missions, down from 
$133,783 in 2019. namb.net

$239,003 through the Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering for International Missions, up from 
$235,617 in 2019. imb.org

$33,014 toward World Hunger, up from $18,113 
 in 2019. globalhungerrelief.org

Thank you!
Hawaii Pacific Baptists for 
Your Generous Support of 
Cooperative Missions in 2020

$33,014

$239,003

$101,605

$120,389

$1,282,180

HAWAII PACIFIC BAPTISTS GIVE GENEROUSLY

$1,776,191  through the Cooperative Program and special offerings. 
This was up from $1,700,108 in 2019.

According to Mike Martin, HPBC Assistant Executive Director for Business and 
Finance, during 2020 Hawaii Pacific Baptists gave: 
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SHARE WHO 
YOUR CHURCH'S 

MONEY SUPPORTS 
AND THE STORIES 

BEHIND EACH 
DOLLAR GIVEN

Connect the offering plate to the mission field.
 	 Get a better grasp on what God is doing with giving through the 

Cooperative Program.

 	 Share the stories of missionaries in remote parts of the world that 
your church is supporting.

 	 Pray for missionaries across the globe as a church body.

52 Sundays is a powerful 
missions resource filled 
with weekly highlights of 
missionaries connected 
to our SBC Great Com-
mission Partners. 
CELEBRATE the global impact 
your church is making through 
Cooperative Program supported 
missions.

PRAY for a new mission area every 
Sunday in 2021 with this prayer 
guide including inspirational  
stories, slides, and bulletin 
inserts. Each week is a challenge 
to pray boldly for those on the 
local, national, and international 
mission field. Already using 52 
Sundays? Thank you for helping  
share with your church what 
God is doing locally and 
around the world through the  
Cooperative Program.
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You can download the entire year of resources 
from our website or just what you need for each 
Sunday. Each missionary story includes bulletin 
inserts, powerpoint slides, social media graphics, 
and speaker notes.

Share these stories with your congregation!
Find out more at: hpbaptist.net/52sundays
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New West Maui  
Pregnancy Care Center Opens
The Malama Pregnancy Care Center in Maui opened a West Maui location in 
January on the Campus of Lahaina Baptist Church. This is in addition to the 
existing center in Wailuku, Maui. Joy Wright, wife of Lahaina Pastor, Jay Wright 
is the director of Malama Pregnancy Care Center in Maui. Please pray for this 
ministry as they expand their compassionate support to women and men faced 
with difficult pregnancy decisions. Learn more at mauipregnancycenter.com

photo – Pastor Jay and Joy Wright in front of the new 
Malama Pregnancy Care Center in West Maui. 

Guam Church has "CHRISTmas at Ministry St."

Serving the Community  

According to Pastor Pancho Madrid, "while GCLF is the acronymn for Guam 
Christian Life Fellowship, it also stands for 'Gospel-Centered, Love-Focused.' 
Our mission is to be effective witnesses in our own "Jerusalem" first. As a 
congregation, we thank God for every opportunity to share the Gospel and 
show Christ's love in a tangible way. Samaritan's Purse Operation Christmas 
Child is one of those ways. What a joy to share gifts from Samaritan's Purse 
with children in our neighborhood around our campus on Ministry Street."

"We love because Jesus first loved us." 1 John 4:19

Amber Irving Launches thestronghome.com to Strengthen Families
Amber Irving’s love for teaching women and kids of 
all ages about God’s amazing plan as revealed in His 
Word gave birth to thestronghome.com. She recently 
released her first Bible study called, “Yes, Lord: Overcoming Trials by Giving 
Up Control”, which is available on thestronghome.com. 

Amber loves her current role as pastor’s wife at University Avenue Baptist 
Church on Oahu where her husband Chris is senior pastor. She and Chris have 
been married since 2000 and have six crazy kids, Matt, Jake, Karalyn, Katie, 
Kylie, and Ben, and three more on the way through adoption! Together, they 
are building their own strong home!

Whether you’re married, single, childless, empty-nesting, or living with a house 
full of kids, strengthening your home through the truth of God’s Word has 
never been more important! 

Amber, her husband Chris, and part of their family

Olivet Baptist Serves Community Around Them
Acccording to Olivet Baptist's Senior Pastor, Jamie McElrath, Olivet has deep 
roots in our community and we have conviction that "God intends for us to 
be a tangible expression of His mercy and compassion right where He has 
planted and nurtured us."

"Each month, and often more than once a month during this past year, volunteers 
gather to prepare packages of food that we distribute to all in need. We are 
grateful that God allows us to play a part in healing some of the hurts of life 
(hunger) but even more so as He gives us opportunities to listen to the stories 
of those who come, to encourage them, to pray with them and to share the 
Good News that there is hope and new life for them through faith in Jesus."
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Sunday, March 7 – Sunday, March 14, 2021
The week of prayer is Sunday, March 7 through Sunday, March 14, 2021 
(Your church could choose this date or another time during the Easter season 
to participate). 

In partnership with you, the North American Mission Board (NAMB) is able to 
send your missionaries to the United States, Canada, and the U.S. territories 
of Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, Guam, and American Samoa. This region 
contains diverse ethnic groups, languages, and religions.

"Therefore, my dear brothers 
and sisters, be steadfast, 

immovable, always excelling 
in the Lord’s work, because 
you know that your labor in 

the Lord is not in vain."

1 Corinthians 15:58

275 million people in North 
America do not have a 
relationship with Jesus Christ.

100% of what you give helps sustain missionaries on the field, equip 
missionaries to serve, provide tools to share the gospel, mobilize churches to 
plant churches and mobilize church planters, other missionaries, and provide 
compassion ministries.

More than 5,000 missionaries 
and 3,000 chaplains serve 
through NAMB.

View a video from Kevin Ezell, NAMB President:
https://vimeo.com/482793951

View a video about Annie Armstrong:
https://vimeo.com/306061733



MAR APR 2021    10    hpbaptist .net

Spotlight on Asia

East Asia People's Prayer and Intercession Via Zoom
The IMB East Asia People's Affinity Group is partnering 
with the HPBC to host 1-HOUR TIMES OF PRAYER 
on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 8:00 p.m. Hawaii 
Time during March, April, and May. IMB Missionaries 
from each of the four East Asia clusters will be present 
to share prayer concerns, then Hawaii Pacific Baptists 
and these missionaries will go to breakout rooms to 
pray together for these concerns. 

This is open to any Hawaii Pacific Baptist pastor, 
staff, missions leader, or anyone with a heart to pray 
for global missions. For more information on how to 
participate, contact Dr. Brian Smart, HPBC Assistant 
Executive Direxctor / Advance at brian@hpbaptist.net.

Korean Language Virtual Missions Event Coming May 13, 2021
The East Asian People's Affinity Group is planning an 
event in the Korean language on May 13 for the nearly 
850 Korean Southern Baptist Churches across the 
United States. Participants will hear from our Korean 
American missionaries from all around East Asia. This 
event will be held via Zoom. More information will be 
coming soon.

How to Pray for Displaced and Re-assigned IMB Missionaries
During 2020 many of our IMB missionaries were 
displaced from their countries due to Covid-19 and other 
reasons. Most of these families have been re-assigned 
to new IMB cross-cultural missions assignments. Here 
are some ways you can pray for them:

After a very emotional year with much loss and 
uncertainty, "new" can be  exhausting. Ask God 
to give your IMB missionaries refreshed hearts. 

Pray for your IMB missionaries who will have to 
learn a new language.

Pray for IMB kids (called Third Culture Kids––TCKs) 
who will enroll in new schools.

Pray for both parents and children who will need to 
make new friends and learn new ways of doing 
things in their new countries.
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Spotlight on Asia

Free Daily Prayers East Asian Peoples Perpetual Calendar
Available in English, Korean, and Chinese
This 365-day prayer calendar gives you access to 
the people and places of East Asia. Prayer goes 
where we cannot and accomplishes much more 
than we can even dream of. Our desire is that you 
will use this perpetual calendar year after year, 
continuing to pray fervently for the 1.7 billion people 
of East Asia, asking God to do mighty things in 
their midst.

Sample (Jan. 12)
Order your print copy free (just pay shipping) 
or download the prayer guide, visit:
tinyurl.com/EA-perpetual-calendar
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Something to Celebrate!

On Saturday, January 23, Life Christian Church welcomed 
five precious people, who declared Jesus as Lord of their lives 
through their baptisms at Magic Island Lagoon on the Island 
of Oahu, into the family of God. Shaw Okawara is pastor.

Life Christian Baptizes  
Five in January

In three different baptisms (two at Magic Island lagoon and 
one in a swimming pool) International Baptist Church (IBC) 
baptized seven persons. Con Wilson is pastor. 

Waianae Baptist Church on the west side of Oahu recently 
voted to call Michael Brooks as senior pastor. Michael and his 
wife, Janet, served our International Mission Board in Japan 
from 1985-2003 where they planted a church in Kobe, Japan.
Pastor Brooks' 40 years in ministry have also included leading 
and pastoring inner-city church ministries and mobilizing and 
training volunteers. Janet is a Christian author and has worked 
with Christian Women’s Job Corps in Ohio. Learn more about 
them at: waianaebaptist.org.

Waianae Baptist Calls  
Brooks as Pastor

International Baptist Church 
Baptizes Seven in January

On Sunday, February 7, Freedom Village Church in Seoul, 
South Korea celebrated their One Year Anniversary together, 
as a merger of Seoul International Baptist & The Way Church.
Leading up to this celebration, Pastor James Lynch led the 
church through a special spiritual renewal focus with 21 Days 
of Prayer. With Covid-19 restrictions in Seoul, the celebration 
was held virtually. Freedom Village Church is part of the Asia 
Baptist Network and Hawaii Pacific Baptist Convention. Learn 
more at: freedomvillage.church.

Freedom Village Celebrates  
1 Year Anniversary

Sunday, February 7, 2020, Pastor James Lynch addresses 
the inaugural worship service of Freedom Village.

Celebrate
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First Baptist Church of Haleiwa on the North Shore of Oahu voted on February 14 to call Amel Dominguez as their senior 
pastor. Amel has been serving as an associate pastor and elder at Hawaii Kai Church since 2016. His role included oversight 
of discipleship, leadership development, youth, and was chair of the Elder Board. In 2009 Amel was sent by Community 
Bible Church (Vallejo, CA) to help plant Island Grace Church in Mililani, HI. In addition to pastoring, Amel is a contractor for 
Hawaiian Electric Company’s Software Application Services Division. He and his wife, Vangie, have four children.

FBC Haleiwa calls Dominguez as Pastor

In February 2021, John and Gay Williams began serving as 
the Directors of Hawaii Baptist Disaster Relief. They came to 
Hawaii two years ago from Colorado where they were both 
involved in their state's Disaster Relief for more than ten years. 
John served as the assistant director of Colorado Baptists’ 
Disaster Relief and Gay served as a fire department and 
disaster relief chaplain and mental health counselor. Gay is 
in the process of completing a Doctor of Ministry degree in 
Disaster Relief Chaplaincy with Gateway Baptist Theological 
Seminary. 
After Darrell McCain left the position a little over a year ago, 
John Vaughn has served as Interim Director. On behalf of all 
Hawaii Pacific Baptists, we celebrate the work that Darrell 
McCain, John Vaughn, and now John and Gay Williams have 
done and will do to provide leadership and oversight in the 
area of Disaster Relief preparedness and training. 

John & Gay Williams to Serve as 
Directors of Hawaii Baptist  

Disaster Relief
Connections Church, Kapolei, led by Pastor David Whitehead, 
is meeting at an outdoor pavilion at Wet-n-Wild Hawaii water 
park in Kapolei on the island of Oahu. They held their first 
Preview Worship Service on February 21 with 51 attending 
in-person and 8 participating online.  

Connections Church is supported by your gifts through the 
Cooperative Program and the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering 
for North American Missions. Learn more at 808.church. 

Connections Church, Kapolei Holds 
Preview Service in February

Worship during Connections Church Preview Worship Service.

At the beginning of February, Connections Church held an "Act 
of Kindness" ministry project where they gave 9-volt smoke 
alarm batteries to families in their community.
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Spotlight on
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

Pastors Gather Virtually for Pastor’s Forum

Throughout much of 2020, pastors and leaders gathered on 
Wednesdays at noon Hawaii time for encouragement, challenge, 
and collaboration. This February, we launched the Pastor’s Forum 
for Hawaii Pacific Baptist Pastors. This virtual gathering meets 
on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays at noon Hawaii time (11 am in 
Samoa; Thursdays at 5 am in Bangkok, 6 am in Manila, 7 am in 
Japan and South Korea, and 8 am in Guam). These gatherings 
are planned for February through May.

The focus for February and March is around the theme 
of discipleship and disciple-making. Our first guest on Feb. 10 
was Michael Kelley, Senior Vice President of Church Ministries for 
LifeWay Christian Resources. Michael helped pastors examine 
how we can use this season to redefine discipleship.

On February 24, our next guest was Ken Braddy, LifeWay’s 
Director of Sunday School and manager of LifeWay’s training 
for adult Bible study groups. Ken challenged pastors about 
discipleship through small groups and how we measure small 
groups’ success.

This particular forum is for Hawaii Pacific Baptist senior/lead 
pastors. We will offer other forums for associate pastors 
and other church leaders later this year. E-mail Craig Webb 
at craig@hpbaptist.net to learn how to participate.

Oahu Bible Institute (OBI) Offers Multiple Spring Courses

This Spring, the Oahu Bible Institute (OBI) leadership has 
provided multiple opportunities for training and development 
toward certificates. OBI is affiliated with Gateway Seminary’s 
Advance Program. Spring 2021 classes include the following:

Church Administration taught by Harlan Nakasone and 
Mike Martin.

Christian Worship taught by Kaleb Barrett.

Old Testament Survey taught by Michael “Bong” Abagon 
and Dr. Alan Tamashiro. 

All courses are available online. Course fees 
are $120.00 per course (scholarships may 
be available). For more information on how to 
register for future classes, e-mail Linda Taylor at  
obi.obn@gmail.com.
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Watch the Pastors Forum with 
Michael Kelley, visit:  
vimeo.com/511334205

View the Pastors Forum with 
guest Ken Braddy, visit:  
vimeo.com/516577849
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Bible Institute of Leeward/Oahu (BILO) Launches with 11 Students

Pastor Elise Tafao has built a reputation for raising up 
and deploying pastors and church leaders. He established 
this standing in his over 20 years as pastor of Happy Valley 
Baptist church in American Samoa where he established a 
"pastor's school" using the Bible Training Curriculum for Pastors 
(BRCO). BTCP training uses a biblical, systematic, portable, 
and comprehensive approach to providing the foundational 
equivalent of a good Bible college education. The training 
consists of 520 hours of interactive classroom lecture and 
discussion under the supervision of a qualified teacher, taking 
about 2 years to complete.  

In February 2021, Pastor Elise launched that same training on 
the leeward side of Oahu with 11 students. It's called the Bible 
Institute of Leeward/Oahu (BILO). Tafao says that the goal 
of the institute is to equip local leadership in doing church and 
Kingdom work. Pastor Elise serves as Interim Pastor at First 
Baptist, Nanakuli. The institute is a ministry of FBC Nanakuli.

HPBC's Martin Leads 9 Weeks of Training on the Business Side of Church

In the final months of 2020, Mike Martin, 
HPBC's Assistant Executive Director for 
Business and Finance, led 9 sessions 
online regarding what he calls the 
"Business Side of Church." 

Topics included entity setup and 
governing documents, accounting 
processes, budgeting, taxes, pastoral 
compensation, ministerial tax returns, 
and more. 

All of these video sessions, 
including supporting 
downloads, are available at: 
hpbaptist.net/churchfinance/
church-business-practices 

Spotlight on
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
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Pastors Use Ministry Grid Online Training for Leadership Development

MINISTRY GRID is a subscription-based online leadership training platform to 
equip church members in multiple areas. It includes  850+ pre-built training courses 
and also allows you to customize your own online training. Several Hawaii Pacific 
Baptist Churches have been using Ministry 
Grid for a variety of needs. 

PANCHO MADRID, the pastor of Guam 
Christian Life Fellowship (GCLF), is currently 
taking the church's leadership through  
“7 Success Killers in Leadership” featuring 
Carey Nieuwhof using Ministry Grid. Pancho 
said, "I started using the tool as training for 
me personally when I first started the role as 
a pastor of GCLF. At the time, my only training 
was the experience of serving 10 years as 
an elder at another church. When I began, I 
had so many questions about the "how to’s" 
of ministry and Craig Webb, from the HPBC 
staff team, enrolled me and assigned me 
training on the Ministry Grid platform. The 
self-paced method has worked well for me 
as a bi-vocational pastor."

BRIAN FRABLE, pastor of Kona Baptist on 
Hawaii Island said, "We use Ministry Grid 
to train and equip our ministry associates and ministry leadership. I plan 
out sessions based upon the training I think each person needs. I assign lessons 
for each person and follow through by watching the sessions with them and/or 
having follow-up discussions based on what they learned. Ministry Grid enables 
me to customize my leadership development for all my ministry staff and allows 
me to be more efficient and organized with personal discipleship. 
It serves as a great start for discussion during training sessions 
for church staff and allows me to track each person's progress.”

LifeWay's CHANDLER VANNOY says, "Over the past year, we 
have seen churches using Ministry Grid not only for training but 
discipleship and overall spiritual development in their church as 
well. One of the most utilized resources is discipleship training 
featuring Paul Tripp. These discipleship pathways can be used 
to help church members to grow in their own walk with the Lord."

Vannoy also reported, "We also have churches adding their own content and turn 
their new members' classes, growth track, and other 'classes' into digital courses 
using the Ministry Grid platform."

E-mail Craig Webb, craig@hpbaptist.net, to learn about special pricing for 
Hawaii Pacific Baptists as well as possible 1-year gift subscriptions for churches.  

Course on Leading as a 
Disciple featuring Paul Tripp

Spotlight on
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

Learn more at: 
ministrygrid.com/hpbaptist


