
Making Sure Your Virtual Church  
Meeting is Legally Valid 

Overview

• Hierarchy of law, documents & rules

• Robert’s Rules of Order and virtual meetings

• Virtual meetings and expectations

• Meeting basics

• Drafting special rules for virtual meetings



Hierarchy of Laws & Rules

https://www.lawoforderblog.com/

https://www.lawoforderblog.com/


Default rule for electronic meetings:

- Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, 

Virtual Meetings & Robert’s Rules of Order
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Virtual Meetings & 
Robert’s Rules of Order



Virtual Meetings & Robert’s Rules of Order
Deliberative Assembly Defined:

•

•

•

•

•

- Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised,
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Deliberative Assembly Characteristics:

•

•

•

•

•



Virtual Meetings & Robert’s Rules of Order

Definition of Meeting:

- Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised,

Virtual Meetings & Robert’s Rules of Order

Baseline Rule 1:

- Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised,



Virtual Meetings & Robert’s Rules of Order

Baseline Rule 2:

- Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised,

Virtual Meetings & Robert’s Rules of Order

Baseline Rule 3:

- Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised,



Virtual Meetings & Robert’s Rules of Order

Baseline Rule 4:

- Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised,
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Virtual Meetings & 
Expectations



Virtual Meetings & 
Special Rules of
Order
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Virtual Meetings & Special Rules of Order

https://www.lawoforderblog.com/
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Practice Motions
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Who Cares?



Your Complete Guide to 

Virtual Church Meetings
A downloadable step-by-step guide to determining 

whether virtual business meetings are permitted for 

your organization, making decisions when virtual 

business meetings are not an option, and preparing 

to hold a compliant virtual business meeting.

Available for purchase on 

ChurchLawAndTaxStore.com.

www.ChurchLawAndTaxStore.com

BECOME A MEMBER
Get access to finance, law, tax, and risk 

management updates necessary for keeping 

your church legal and safe. Visit 

ChurchLawAndTax.com to view our 

memberships. 

Also stay updated with our continuing 

coronavirus coverage.

www.ChurchLawAndTax.com

https://store.churchlawandtax.com/your-complete-guide-to-virtual-church-meetings-a-toolkit-for-legal-and-compliant-business-meetings/
https://www.churchlawandtax.com/
https://www.churchlawandtax.com/web/2020/march/coronavirus-church-legal-risk-tax-issues.html


Sarah E. Merkle, JD, CPP-T, PRP

Thank You!


