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As our churches have completed the Easter/ 
Resurrection Day season and are gearing up 
for the summer months, now is a great time 
to evaluate in preparation for the future. 
Evaluating the past four months of 2017 to 
effectively plan for 2018 can be a valuable 
tool for you and your church.

For many of us, days begin to run together, 
forming weeks that run together, forming 
months… you get the picture. Properly 
managing our time has become a ministry 
pitfall according to recent studies. Evalu-
ation is often overlooked from our schedule 
due to the constant flow of emails, calls and 
other routine matters that make up our  
daily lives.

Evaluation is biblical. Jesus gives His 
honest evaluation of the seven churches 
in Revelation 2 and 3. To the church at 
Ephesus, for example, He states, “I know 
your works, your labor, and your endurance, 
and that you cannot tolerate evil. You have 
tested those who call themselves apostles 
and are not, and you have found them 
to be liars.“ In the same section, He also 
shares, “But I have this against you: You 
have abandoned the love you had at first. 
Remember then how far you have fallen; 
repent, and do the works you did at first. 
Otherwise, I will come to you and remove 
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your lampstand from its place—unless  
you repent.”

Forgetting the evaluation process in a timely 
manner can leave holes in our memory 
that tend to complicate the future planning 
sessions and future ministry successes. Even 
a quick informal evaluation is valuable if time 
does not allow for a more detailed analysis. 
As you have captured times together in your 
church, such as New Year’s celebrations, 
community outreaches, worship times 
and more, take the time to survey your 
staff teams, membership and even visitors 
to glean their impressions, thoughts and 
valuable input.

Many resources are available regarding 
time management including more thoughts 
on evaluation. Your Hawaii Pacific Baptist 
Convention team is constantly poring over 
resources, websites and a large variety of 
materials with the desire of being able to 
provide effective ministry tools for you. 
Please contact us if you have any needs.

As always, your HPBC staff team is ready to 
assist you in pursuing the vision and plans 
that God has given you for ministry. If we can 
serve you, please call on me at 808 356-8329 
or email me at chris@hpbaptist.net. 
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MISSIONS ADVENTURE CAMP

“I learned more about the 
ultimate treasure, Jesus,” 
said Rian, one of the campers at this year’s 
Missions Adventure Camp. This is a camp 
where where children have fun while learning 
about God and missions. This year’s Missions 
Adventure Camp’s theme was TREASURE. This 
theme set the tone for the campers to learn 
that God’s word is a treasure and that Jesus is 
the best treasure!

Malachi McSherry, a North American Mission 
Board missionary serving now as youth 
leader and church intern at First Baptist 
Church of Wahiawa, served as the camp 
missionary. Malachi was born and raised in 
Bixby, Oklahoma and was a former Mission 
Friend with Teresa McCain and an RA with 
Darrell McCain, our Camp Directors. Malachi 
has been on mission trips to Peru, Mexico, 
Ecuador, Panama, and Hawaii. He spent the 
past three summers in Hawaii serving with 
Pawa’a Community Church. The campers truly 
connected with Malachi as he shared with them 
the treasure that Jesus has been in his life and 
the exciting mission adventures he’s been on in 
the jungles of Peru, in the heat of Panama, and 
in the mountains of Ecuador, reaching  
out to people who have never heard about 
Jesus Christ.

All camp activities centered around having 
fun and learning to treasure Jesus and God’s 
word. From the Red C worship team singing and 
teaching the campers, to worship through song, 
to object lessons given by Camp Co-Director 
Teresa McCain, to Malachi sharing his heart, the 
theme of Treasure was evident throughout. The 
children also memorized Psalm 119:11, “Your 

word I have treasured in my heart that I may not 
sin against You.” 

Even the fun activities shared the same 
TREASURE theme. The campers went on a 
treasure hunt, learned how to shoot bow and 
arrows, slingshot paintballs at a treasure map 
and played water games, all while continuing 
to learn about God’s Treasure along the way. 
Red C Pastor Vince Tabudlo and his wife, 
mentored and led our youth junior leaders who 
helped us with the activities at camp.

Separately, the girls learned about GA’s (Girls 
in Action) while they painted and decorated 
a treasure chest and made a washers 
necklaces. The boys learned about RA’s (Royal 
Ambassadors) while learning how to make rope 
knots, learning to read and use a compass, 
and how to safely use a pocket knife. They also 
decorated a treasure chest with duck tape, 
and sampled a freeze-dried meal cooked on a 
camping buddy burner.

Children weren’t the only ones who enjoyed 
the camp. Parents came with the younger 
ones and adult sponsors came with the older 
ones to camp. Adults who gave up their time 
to be with our campers were a blessing to the 
children and to the camp directors. It is good 
for the children to see adults serving Christ. 
One sponsor, Sharon, said, “hanging out with 
the kids and hearing how God is working in 
their lives” was her favorite part of camp. Two 
of our sixth grade campers shared that getting 
together and making new friends is the best 
part of camp. Abigail suggests, “It’s really fun 
and is a good place to learn about God.”

Mark your calendars for next year’s camp! It 
will be held March 22-24, 2018.

by Darrell McCain, HPBC Staff Writer

TREASURE
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Change for God’s Kingdom
Hello—my name is John Endriss, and I 
have a confession to make…  
I love change.

This is your Hawaii Pacific Baptist 
Convention president writing with an 
update. In my second and final year of 
service as your president, your Executive 
Director, Chris Martin, and I have some 

big changes that we have developed 
and rolled out for 2017. In order to best 
communicate these changes to our 
churches, we decided to set up vision 
sharing sessions with HPBC ministry 
leaders, where we could also get feedback 
on what we presented. In March, we 
spent several days meeting with our Oahu 
church leaders in five different sessions. 
In April, we had two sessions on the Big 
Island, and hope to have another in Maui 
soon. Chris and I were often surprised by 
the amount of people that came to the 

dialogues, and the excellent responses 
we got.

I know that some of you are not like 
me. I love new technology, new songs 
and new strategies. Some of you when 
you hear the word change, it makes 
you want to stick your fingers in your 
ears and shout “la la la la, I can’t hear 
you!” But change is not something we 
as Christians should be afraid of. If we 
are honest, we are meant to be change 
agents in the world. Working to bring 
about change from death to life in Christ, 
and redeeming a broken world with 
his message. The Jerusalem believers 
in Acts 15 we’re resisting change, but it 
took strong bold leadership to point the 
body in the way God was moving.

Now, to be clear, we are not presenting 
any doctrinal changes to HPBC, but we 
do have new strategies that we see God 
using in the years to come. We don’t 
want HPBC to be seen as an organization 
that solely runs events that we email 
you about and expect you to come 
to. We want be known for taking the 
initiative to come to our churches asking, 
“What is God doing in your ministry?” 
and “How might we be able to assist, 
resource, support and pray for you?” Yes, 
we also presented changes that some 
staff that are retiring this summer at our 
sessions, but bigger than who or how 
we will replace them, are the changes 
you should expect from our current and 
future staff in how they interact with you.

We hope to have another round of 
session maybe in August or September. 
So keep your ear up to listen for when 
those dates become firm, and be fearless 
agents of change for God’s kingdom 
wherever he places you.

If we are honest, we are meant to 
be change agents in the world. 

Vision Sharing session with HPBC 
ministry leaders

by John Endriss, 
Hawaii Pacific Baptist 
Convention President
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by Clyde Kakiuchi, HPBC Staff Writer

Moving a
class from

information to
transformation

Transform
Teaching to

When teaching the Bible, are 
you teaching for information 
or transformation? Do you 

teach by lecturing only? Is your teaching 
style the way your class learns best? 
What will bring life change in your Bible 
study? These are a few questions that 
were asked and addressed at an adult 
Sunday School teacher training session 
for Calvary, Tamuning and Lighthouse 
Baptist churches in Guam in April 2017. 
The teachers and pastors who attended 
learned a few tips and techniques that will 
help move the class from information to 
transformation.

Ed Perez, pastor of Tamuning Christian 
Fellowship shared, “As teachers, we have 
a tendency to talk and talk. We must 
question whether the point is getting 
across through lecturing. We looked at the 
effectiveness of Jesus different teaching 
styles. Of course, the ultimate point of all 
our Bible teachings is the lesson is God 
teaching us. We must always go back to 
His Word and His truth and that must 
always be primary.”

The training stressed that the Bible is the 
text, not the curriculum. The lesson must 

focus on the biblical text. The training 
also focused on motivation, examination 
and application. Do a fun, motivational 
object lesson or something like it to 
grab their attention but relates to the 
lesson. Examination must look at what 
the Bible says about the lesson. Further 
examination must be referenced with 
other scripture and not opinion. The 
class should close with application. It’s 
a challenge to live out the lesson during 
the week. Unfortunately, many teachers 
do not issue an application. Application 
and follow up develops transformation. 
Without application, they become hearers 
of the word only.

The different groups then chose a more 
popular Bible story and had to present 
it to the other groups in a creative way. 
One group chose the story of Lazarus and 
presented it as a drama. The sense of 
sight, sound, and smell were heightened 
during the drama.

The session closed with 2 Timothy 2:2, 
“And what you have heard from me in 
the presence of many witnesses, commit 
to faithful men who will be able to teach 
others also.”
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Clyde Kakiuchi

HPBC’s Church Health Director, 
Clyde Kakiuchi, has announced his 
retirement effective June 30, 2017. 

Clyde began his ministry at HPBC 
March 1, 1997 as Church Development 
Director. His duties included Sunday 
School, Discipleship Training, Vacation 
Bible School and Early Education. He 
had previously served at FBC Pearl City 
on Oahu under the leadership of Rev. 
Mori Hiratani.

A graduate of Southern Theological 
Seminary in Louisville, KY, Clyde knew 
he wanted to make a difference in 
the lives of young people as he was 
influenced as a youth at First Baptist 
Church, Pearl City.

At HPBC, his spontaneous wit and 
humor is infectious to all who come in 
contact with Clyde. He is often asked to 
be the master of ceremonies at events 
because he has a way of keeping 
everyone laughing.

“I would say Clyde’s passion to make 
the story of Christ alive and real to 
young and old is what drives him to do 
what he does,” says Faith McFatridge, 
who retired in 2016 after serving with 
Clyde during his tenure at HPBC. 
“Whether it was VBS or Sunday School, 
his enthusiasm for Christian education 
in the churches has served this 
Convention well.” 

And, thank you, Clyde, for your 
fantastic photos that have been 
displayed in the paper, on the walls 
and in photo albums.

NEW BEGINNINGS 

Gerald “Jerry” Sulliban

HPBC’s Finance and Business 
Services Administrator announced his 
retirement effective July 31, 2017.

Jerry came to HPBC in 2007 under the 
leadership of Executive Director Veryl 
Henderson (who retired in 2015).

Jerry came to Hawaii in 1994 because 
he was called as a missionary to be 
a Church Starter Strategist with the 
Garden Island Baptist Association and 
he also pastored the Kapaa Baptist 
Mission on the island of Kauai, which 
was a mission sponsored by the Lihue 
Baptist Church.  

Jerry is a local boy from Lahaina, Maui, 
and was an active member of the 
Lahaina Baptist Church and conducted 
one of the three beach services in the 
Kaanapali Resort area (at the, then, 
Maui Surf Hotel and now the Westin 
at Kaanapali),  He moved to California  
and worked for Pepsico and while his 
wife, Joyce, directed the preschool 
at the American Canyon Elementary 
School. They were members of the 
Hillcrest Baptist Church there. He 
graduated from the Golden Gate 
Baptist Theological Seminary in 1990. 

In 1994, Jerry and Joyce moved to 
Kauai, where he served as church 
starter strategist and pastored Kapaa 
Baptist Mission. While in Kapaa, 
Jerry was also involved with the 
hospital chaplaincy at the Wilcox 
Hospital on Kauai, a member of the 
Kapaa Lions Club, and served on 
the advisory board for the Samuel 
Mahelona Hospital in Kapaa.

Jerry and Joyce plan to move to 
Vancouver, Washington, to be close 
to their daughter and relatives.

Michael Martin

HPBC announces the hiring of 
Michael Martin.

Michael R. “Mike” Martin has been 
hired as HPBC Finance and Business 
Services Administrator to replace 
Jerry Sulliban. Mike also owns and 
operates his own business called 
Malakina Accounting Services, 
LLC. He has been working with 
Jerry in order to get acclimated 
to the HPBC accounting system. 
He will work on updating the 
system in order to make it become 
more efficient to meet the HPBC 
needs. Mike is experienced in the 
nonprofit accounting field as well 
as does Accounting Services, Tax 
Preparation, Business Consulting, 
and Training.  

Mike and his wife, Sheryl, 
are members of the Waipio 
Community Baptist Church. 
Sheryl is also an accountant and 
at the present time is working as 
an auditor for a private firm.  

We are happy to have the both of 
them join the HPBC family and look 
forward to grow with us as we serve 
the churches in Hawaii and the 
Pacific Rim.
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Our Vision
Kauai House Church Network’s vision is to 
reach people for Jesus by creating church 
community in homes and establishing 
a network of house churches running 
island-wide. 

We Are On a Journey
Kauai House Church Network began in 
April 2015. It was a slow start with just 
Kauai’s founder, Stephen Ventura, his 
wife Diana, and their daughter Victoria. 
Stephen worked during the days as a 
flooring contractor because part of the 
Kauai’s vision is for the House Church 
leaders is to hold a secular job rather than 
be employed by the Network. This allows 
all tithes and offerings to go directly to 
ministry since the church meets in homes 
and has no real overhead. 

It is a huge blessing to have a job, income, 
and the ability to work. But even greater 

Kauai House Church Network 
is the connections church leaders make 
on the job site working alongside others. 
Currently, two construction workers from 
a job site where Stephen is working are 
coming to worship service. He is also doing 
a Bible study with three other workers 
from that job site. 

One house church meets every Sunday 
morning in Hanapepe with an average of 
17 people. Throughout the week, Stephen 
disciples five men. These men understand 
that their responsibility is to be discipled 
so they too can start to make disciples, 
who will in turn make disciples. 

Recently, Kauai House Church Network  
had its first Baptism after Sunday worship 
service. All were blessed by it. God is truly 
doing amazing things at KHCN. 

Kauai House Church Network  wants to 
thank everyone for their prayers and 
support.

Our mission 
is to grow in 
the love and 

knowledge of 
Jesus Christ 

and to tell 
people about 

Him while 
loving and 

serving one 
another.

House church worships at the beach



9www.HPbaptist.net

Grow and SHINE for Christ 
at the Alec & Belle Waterhouse Lecture 
Series, S.H.I.N.E. Performing Arts 
Camp, on June 12-23 at Wai`alae 
Baptist Church.

PERFORMING ARTS DAY CAMP:  
Musical TheaTer (M-F, 10 am - 4 pm): 
Campers ages 8-17 will sing, act, and 
dance their way through lessons 
and rehearsals as they learn more 
about Jesus. They will also perform 
the musical, Annie, Jr.,  during public 
performances on June 23-25. 

creaTive DraMa Mini-caMp (M-F, 9 am -  
9:45 am): Campers ages 6 & 7 will 
discover new ways of expression, 
improve problem solving and 
communication skills, and develop 
creativity and confidence. 

Additional fees apply for Morning/
Afternoon Extended Care. 

Scholarship are available. 

Visit waterhouselecture.org for more 
information.

SING 
ACT 

DANCE
…discover 
your gifts, 
hone your 
talent…

Baptism at the beach, KHCN’s first baptism.

Whether at the 
beach or in a 
home, Kauai 
House Church 
Network meets 
every Sunday to 
worship.
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through December of 2016 indicated that these church 
plants made 1,646 visits, sent 1,874 emails or letters, 
invited 1,468 people to their churches and homes, 
and 2,732 people to their outreach events. They made 
one-on-one Gospel presentations to 142 individuals 
and group presentations to 327 people. There were 110 
professions of faith and 13 baptisms. 

The work to expand God’s Kingdom begins with our 
HPBC churches being willing to partner together. The 
task is urgent and the possibilities are enormous. 
The population across the Pacific Islands, according 
to current estimates, is at over 4 million people. 
Considering that the HPBC has 149 congregations, the 
ratio of HPBC churches to individuals stands at one 
church for every 26,666 people. But remember that 
Jesus said, “I am with you always.”

Pray that more churches will hear the Macedonian Call 
and sponsor a new mission. Pray that individuals will 
seek God and hear His call to minister to the lost. Pray 
that people will hear God’s message and receive Him as 
their Personal Savior. 

For more information on Church Planting, contact 
Steven Kang at 808-356-8325 or go to NAMB.net to find 
more resources.

WHY We Need to  
PLANT NEW CHURCHES 

expanding God’s Kingdom 

This question is one of the main questions being 
asked around the nation, not only in Southern 
Baptist circles, but seemingly in every major 
evangelical denomination.  Some see church 

planting as a threat to existing churches, while others 
see it as a waste of resources.  From my point of view, I 
would like to share two thoughts that drive my ministry.

First of all, church planting drives the congregation 
toward the journey of divine exploration. This can be 
a new journey to the congregation because they have 
never ventured into reproducing themselves. It is divine 
because Jesus guides every step of the way.  Jesus 
said, “I am with you always, even to the end of the age” 
(Matthew 28:20 NASB).

Most of our churches are small and some are struggling 
to survive financially. But several of our churches have 
volunteered to become a sponsoring church for a new 
church plant. Often, the church could not afford to 
give much, but gave what they could. Along with the 
sponsoring church, the church plant starts to grow. 
When the sponsoring pastor helps the new church 
plant, his congregation sees the need. They will often 
pray and serve in outreach efforts and ministries along 
with the planter. 

Second, the blessing of planting new works helps 
churches see the Great Commission in action.  Currently 
in the HPBC, there are 12 sponsoring churches 
supporting 16 church plants. The reports from October 

by Steven Kang, Director of Church Planting

church planting 
helps churches 
see the Great 
Commission in 
action
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The Gathering: Growing in Faith

In February, college students 
from Oahu and the Big Island 
attended a three-day retreat 
which was held on the island 
of Hawai‘i (Big Island) at 

Kilauea Military Center from Feb. 17-19. The 
Gathering is the annual retreat for students 
sponsored by Baptist Collegiate Ministries 
(BCM) and this one made a significant 
impact in the students’ lives. Twenty 
students from O‘ahu, along with BCM O‘ahu 
staff, flew to the Big Island where they 
joined 20 more from BCM Hilo (UH Hilo) 
in celebrating a growing partnership and 
in encountering the Holy Spirit through 
worship, Bible study, and fellowship. 

This year’s guest speaker was Dr. Beth 
Masters, who is on faculty at New 

Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary 
and Mississippi College. Using Romans 
15:13 as the foundation, she shared her 
extensive knowledge in ministry, as well as 
her personal experiences, with everyone 
in what it means to place their hope in 
Christ, to rest in His character, to commit 
to community, and to celebrate the big and 
small adventures in life. Her presence and 
mentorship encouraged many students 
to grow in their faith and to keep seeking 
God’s direction. 

Students from both islands developed 
new friendships and also grew closer 
to one another through small groups, 
group building activities, worship and 
as they spent one free afternoon touring 
Hilo’s beaches, jumping off South Point, 

exploring Volcanoes 
National Park, and 
eating malasadas. 
Although The Gathering 
is only held once a year, 
the partnerships and 
friendships forged during 
the retreat were one that 
transcends distance and 
time. Students from each 

by Arjay Gruspe

Students gather on the 
lawn outside the Kilauea 

Military Center.

Dr. Beth Masters, guest speaker, encourages 
students to grow in their faith and to seek 
God’s direction. 

island continue to look forward 
to seeing one another at various 
events throughout the years, 
including Collegiate Week at 
Glorieta, NM.

Many new friendships developed 
as students grew closer to one 
another through group building 
activities.



12 Hawaii Pacific

 the Islands
Around

Sympathy To  
THE KONG FAMILY— Our deepest sympathy goes out 
to the Kong family on the passing of Mary Eleanor Kong 

on March 28 on Maui. A 
Celebration of Life was held 
at Keawalà i Congregation 
Church on Maui on April 22. 
A service will be held on 
May 6 at Olivet Baptist 
Church. Mary Eleanor was 
the wife of Dan Kong who 
passed away in 2005. She 
served as choir director 
while her husband served 
as pastor at Olivet Baptist 

Church. She served as interim WMU and Women’s 
Ministry director for the then Hawaii Baptist Convention 
before her husband, Dan, was elected HBC executive 
director. At fifty-five, Mary Eleanor learned to play the 
harp and played professionally for many years. She is 
survived by daughters Danette Kong, Verdine Kong, Edna 
Kong and Betty Jo De Fries. Donations can be made to 
the Maui Adult Care Center, The Alzheimer’s Association 
Aloha Chapter – Maui Chapter, or to the Dan and Mary 
Eleanor Kong Scholarship Endowment fund of Hawaii 
Baptist Academy.

VBS Clinic  
MILILANI BAPTIST CHURCH — The 2017 VBS Clinic 
was held at Mililani Baptist Church on Oahu in April 
There were 75 participants for VBS clinic from 9 
Churches, In this photo, Cindy Segawa (second from the 
right), VBS Decorations Extraordinaire, showcased her 
ideas for this year’s theme, “Galactic Starveyors.” 
Please send in your VBS reports to HPBC.
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The truth of Jesus Christ is challenged more and more in our ever-changing culture. It might be the stranger at the 
coffee shop or your own children asking. Do you have answers? Are you ready to stand for truth? Join us for the Stand 
for Truth Apologetics Conference on May 18-20 at Waialae Baptist Church. Drs. Paul Gould and Travis Dickinson 
will be speaking on the 6 questions every Christian must be able to answer. They will also be teaching an Introduction 
to Apologetics course through Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary on May 14-17 which can be audited or 
taken for college or master’s level credit.

Truth Being Challenged
DO YOU HAVE ANSWERS?

AROUND the  SBC Southern Baptist Convention

SENDING CHURCH —  Three ideas to help keep you on track as you plan mission teams 
that will genuinely bless your planter and his work: (1) Let the field drive your strategy, 

(2) Remember your planter has a church to start. (3) Focus on long-term results.

Read More:  https://www.namb.net/send-network-blog/sending-mission-teams-well

SPIRITUAL WARFARE — The Bible speaks about the reality of a conflict we face as believers, and we 
popularly call that conflict “spiritual warfare.” Given the fascination of this topic, it’s easy to mystify 
the spiritual battle and miss the Bible’s basic teachings about this conflict.   
Read More: https://www.namb.net/send-network-blog/spiritual-warfare-what-is-it

REFUGEES, JIHADI TERRORISTS, AND GOSPEL HUMILITY — People are turning to Jesus 
worldwide, some more unexpectedly than others.

Read More:  https://www.imb.org/2017/04/03/refugees-jihadi-terrorists-humility
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MAY
 7 Senior Adult Sunday
 13 HPBC Executive Board
 14-20 Christian Home Week
 21-28 Baptist Association Emphasis
 29 Memorial Day (office closed)

JUNE
 5-10    Youth Project
 11      King Kamehameha Day
 11 King Kamehameha Day Observed – Office Closed
 13-14   Southern Baptist Convention
 18 Baptist Men’s Emphasis
 25 Mission: Dignity Sunday

JULY
 3  Citizenship & Religious Liberty Sunday
 4 Independence Day – Office Closed
 4-8 Keiki Camp
 23  Loveloud Sunday

AUGUST
 6  Social Issues Sunday
 13 Student Evangelism Day
 18 Statehood Day
 20-26 Worship Music Week

view the online calendar at 
hpbaptist.net/hpbc-2017-calendar

CALENDAR
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